




Seminarium Kondakovianum, Series Nova

Université de Lausanne 

• Academy of Sciences of 

the Czech Republic • Masaryk 

University •

Exchanges and Interactions in the Arts of Medieval 

Europe, Byzantium, and the Mediterranean

C



 CONVIVIUM IX/ 2 / 2022

Exchanges and Interactions in the Arts of Medieval 
Europe, Byzantium, and the Mediterranean

Seminarium Kondakovianum, Series Nova

Journal of the Department of Art History of the University of Lausanne,  
of the Department of Art History of the Masaryk University, and of the 
Institute of Art History of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic

Editor-in-chief / Ivan Foletti
Executive editors / Jana Černocká, Klára Doležalová
Zuzana Frantová, Natália Gachallová, Karla Jedličková,
Katarína Kravčíková, Giada Lattanzio, Martin F. Lešák
Abstracts editor / Johanna Zacharias
Typesetting / Helena Konečná
Layout design / Monika Kučerová
Cover design / Petr M. Vronský, Anna Kelblová 
Publisher / Masarykova univerzita, Žerotínovo nám. 9, 
601 77 Brno, IČO 00216224 
Editorial Office / Seminář dějin umění, Filozofická fakulta 
Masarykovy univerzity, Arna Nováka 1, 602 00 Brno
Print / Tiskárna Didot, spol s r.o., Trnkova 119, 628 00 Brno

E-mail / convivium@earlymedievalstudies.com
www.earlymedievalstudies.com/convivium.html

© Ústav dějin umění AV ČR , v. v. i. 2022
© Filozofická fakulta Masarykovy univerzity 2022
© Faculté des Lettres, Université de Lausanne 2022 

Published / November 2022
Reg. No. MK ČR E 21592
ISSN 2336-3452 (print)
ISSN 2336-808X (online) 

Convivium is listed in the databases SCOPUS, ERIH,  
 “Riviste di classe A” indexed by ANVUR, and in the Emerging  
Sources Citation Index (ESCI) of the Web of Science.



committees

Emeritus, Honoris Causa — Hans Belting (Staatliche  

Hochschule für Gestaltung in Karlsruhe) 

Editors — Michele Bacci ( Université de Fribourg), Klára 

Benešovská (Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic ),  

Ivan Foletti (Masaryk University, Brno), Herbert L. Kessler  

( Johns Hopkins University, Masaryk University, Brno),  

Serena Romano ( Université de Lausanne), Elisabetta  

Scirocco (Bibliotheca Hertziana, Max-Planck-Institut für  

Kunstgeschichte), Hans Belting (Staatliche Hochschule  

für Gestaltung in Karlsruhe)

Editor - in - chief — Ivan Foletti

Associate editors — Nathan Dennis (University of  

San Francisco), Stefanie Lenk (University of Bern),  

Adrien Palladino (Masaryk University, Brno) 

Executive editors — Jana Černocká, Klára Doležalová 

Zuzana Frantová, Natália Gachallová, Karla Jedličková, 

Katarína Kravčíková, Giada Lattanzio, Martin F. Lešák 

Abstracts editor — Johanna Zacharias

Advisory board — Xavier Barral i Altet ( Université de Rennes,  

Università di Venezia Ca’ Foscari), Nicolas Bock ( Université  

de Lausanne), Valentina Cantone ( Università di Padova), Jaś  

Elsner (University of Oxford), Clario Di Fabio ( Università di  

Genova), Finbarr Barry Flood (New York University), Ondřej 

Jakubec ( Masaryk University, Brno), Alexei Lidov (Moscow  

State University), Assaf Pinkus ( Tel Aviv University), Stefano  

Riccioni (Università di Venezia Ca’ Foscari), Jiří Roháček  

( Institute of Art History, Academy of Sciences of the Czech  

Republic), Erik Thunø (Rutgers University), Alicia Walker  

( Bryn Mawr College)





edited by Julian Gardner & Serena Romano

 IX/2



editorial

10	 Julian Gardner & Serena Romano 
	 Italy and Beyond 

articles 

14	 Jacek Wiewiorowski 
	 The Insigne of the Proconsul of Africa. Maritime Shipping Depictions  

in the Notitia Dignitatum 

26	 Chiara Croci 
	 Pavia picta. Appunti sulla cultura figurativa longobarda a partire dal San Michele  

44	 Manuela Gianandrea 
	 Novità e riflessioni su due dipinti murali dell’alto Medioevo romano.  

L’affresco con sant’Agata e l’inedita pittura con busto di santa

62	 Mzia Janjalia 
	 Between Jerusalem and Constantinople. Revisiting the Eleventh Century:  

Georgian Religious Art  

82	 Maria Harvey 
	 From Provence to Calabria. Filippo Sangineto and Simone Martini’s St Ladislas   

102	 Stefania Gerevini 
	 Dynamic Splendor. The metalwork altarpieces of medieval Venetia

contents



reviews

126	 Serena Romano
	 Journeys of the Soul. Multiple Topographies in the Camposanto of Pisa, Michele Bacci, 

David Ganz, Rahel Meier eds, Pisa: Edizioni della Normale 2020 

130	 Frédéric Elsig
	 Adrian Bremenkamp, Ars nova translata. Altniederländische Malerei in Neapel und der 

Krone Aragon, Munich: Hirmer Verlag 2021 

134	 photographic credits





11

editorial

Italy and  
Beyond
Julian Gardner & Serena Romano

This second number of Convivium, now in its ninth year of existence is a miscellaneous 
volume, and it would therefore be fruitless to search for an overarching thematic unity 
among the published articles. Rather their unity lies in a shared diversity of research 
methodologies, an aspect which Convivium has always tried to encourage and to pub-
lish. Yet, undeniably also, the volume contains a preponderance of articles dealing with 
Italian material. To a certain extent this obviously reflects the shared specialisms of the 
two editors, but it also indicates perhaps that the most interesting articles submitted 
concerned Italian topics.

The issue begins with a paper on the Late Antique (to employ a periodization champi-
oned by Peter Brown) written by Jacek Wiewiorowski which concentrates on representa-
tions of insignia of proconsul Africae and especially on its references to maritime shipping 
in the famous Notitia Dignitatum. There follow two papers which should probably be 
characterized as Early Medieval, but which are concerned with widely different areas 
of the Italian mainland. The first, by Chiara Croci, discusses a Longobard theme by 
way of epigraphical texts, through which the author seeks to recover lost visual contexts: 
in particular to illuminate a period of Pavian history to some extent over-shadowed by 
mythical episodes linked to Theodolinda and Liutprand, but in fact replete with lively 
artistic activity on a monumental scale. The second paper, by Manuela Gianandrea is 
an investigation of Early Mediaeval Rome by means of two small painted fragments of 
female faces now in private collections. Skillfully exploiting the minutest details of the 
painted surfaces, and carefully scrutinizing their provenances during the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries the author successfully recovers important and fascinating 
aspects of eighth-century Rome. The paper by Mzia Janjalia, in contrast, has a different 
geographical and chronological horizon, investigating the artistic context of the Church 
in Georgia between the late tenth and early eleventh centuries at the intersection of 
liturgical traditions emanating from Jerusalem and Constantinople.



The latter half of the issue is devoted to two fourteenth-century investigations, once 
again within the context of Italy. Maria Harvey examines a masterpiece by Simone 
Martini, the Saint Ladislas painted for Filippo Sangineto of Altamonte. She isolates what 
she terms “transnational” characteristics in an artistic panorama which comprehends 
South Italy, Provence, and the Mediterranean littoral in the context of crusading events, 
notably the so-called Smyrna Crusade which dates from the final years of Simone’s ca-
reer. Stefania Gerevini provides an initial approach to her current research project on 
the metal altar-frontals of the Veneto, a topic which is still poorly studied. In particular 
she identifies their still mysterious mechanical and optical functions. Important in part 
because of their justly celebrated archetype, the Pala d’Oro in San Marco at Venice these 
frontals are revealed as multidimensional machines of considerable visual and liturgical 
efficacity. Her paper touches also on problems of great current art-historical interest, the 
materiality and also the performative aspect of the frontals.

The issue concludes with two book reviews, one devoted to the Camposanto at Pisa, 
the second to Netherlandish painting at the Aragonese court of Naples.

editorial


